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What an Industry and a Community Expects of a Library 
and the Library Trustee 


By KEITH ROBERTS* 


[An address given before the Wisconsin Library Trustees Association, 
May 6, 1955] 


We are all well aware of the fact that quite often we benefit from 
hearing ideas expressed by someone who is foreign to the particular field 
we're interested in. It’s quite possible that people who are closely in- 
volved with library work might welcome a fresh outlook at some of the 
problems from someone with no professional or occupational connection 
with library functions, but rather someone like me who has an average 
interest in a community library as a resident of a community. It’s from 
that viewpoint, then, that I intend to approach my topic. 


In addition to my own thoughts on this subject, I have collected a few 
statements from other individuals in our community. They're a repre- 
sentative group of people which many of us in communications work 
like to label as so-called “thought leaders” of a community. Among those 
I contacted were a banker, a doctor, a local businessman who is president 
of the Chamber of Commerce, the superintendent of schools, a minister, 
and, finally, the research director of the Nekoosa—Edwards Paper 
Company. 

Let’s take a look at the industry part of the question first, not because 
it’s most important but because it has a narrower application than the 
community as a whole, and I would like to devote most of my time to 
discussing the community aspects. 


It’s no news, I’m sure, that industry, generally speaking, has demon- 
strated over the years its active interest and support of library functions. 
You are all more familiar than I with the substantial contributions made 
by industrial concerns to the country’s library facilities. This, which is a 
matter of record, is not coincidental. Libraries and other educational 
institutions built by funds from industries represent an investment in 
the growth and development of the human mind, Industry shares with 
other good citizens of the country a vital interest in this development 
which helps produce the leaders of tomorrow. 


In my own company, there are evidences of industrial support of li- 
brary programs. The founder of our company donated the Lewis M. 
Alexander Library to the American University of Washington, D. C. 
Through our charitable outlet, Nepco Foundation, many contributions 
have been made to libraries and other educational institutions. A recent 
item was the presentation to Lawrence College of a rare, 12-volume set 


* Publicity manager, Nekoosa—Edwards Paper Company, Port Edwards, Wisconsin. 
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of Birds and Trees of North America, by Rex Brasher. This is a collec- 
tor’s item of an original edition limited to 100 copies, the original water- 
color gravures for which, valued at $250,000, are on display in the Con- 
necticut State Museum. 


In response to an employee request, we have presented to the Nekoosa 
City Library a complete set of official textbooks on pulp and paper- 
making. 

Industry, then, is interested in community libraries. Because I felt 
an opinion from a much more learned man than I would be of interest 
to this group, I asked our research director, Dr. Pascoe, for his thoughts 
on what an industry might expect from a public library. Here are some 
of his comments: 


“In a community that has a few kinds of industry, it would seem that 
the public library could render distinct services without spending large 
amounts for diverse technical items. There are three ways that a well 
chosen technical section in the public library can serve the community. 
One important service would be to encourage and assist self-study on 
the part of people already employed in the local industries. A second 
service would be to encourage young people to choose local industries 
for permanent employment and a career. A further important service 
would be directed toward the public that is not directly employed in 
local industries to give them a better appreciation and understanding 
of these important segments of the community. 


“Minimum requirements would include several sets of the standard 
textbook type of books dealing with various segments of the local indus- 
try. Current and back files of the half-dozen technical and trade journals 
would be valuable. Added general interest might be stimulated through 
the acquisition of some historical materials and objects that could be 
made the background for modest exhibits. It is suggested that a start 
along these lines is necessary, no matter how modest, in order to stimu- 
late acquisition of materials by purchase or gift.” 


Now, I would like to give parts of the statements offered by other 
community leaders. First, the banker: 


“I believe the library should inform the businessmen of new books 
relative to their business so that the younger people in the organization 
can take advantage of this material, and it would develop into a self- 
educational course for these various young men who are ambitious 
enough to get ahead. The library receives many books and booklets 
helpful to businessmen, and these should be made available to the vari- 
ous businessmen. Naturally, there are many books we never hear of, and 
the library could inform us of the new books, and if the book were of 
the right nature, these young men could use them at their will. There 
should be a closer co-operation between the various business institutions 
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and the public library, and I am positive the business men would 
welcome such association.” 

Now we'll hear from the minister: 

“The average community library will probably not be highly special- 
ized, though there may be developed some modest shelves of technical 
works in chosen fields. It is helpful if the community librarian has access 
to technical libraries elsewhere so that a technical work can be borrowed 
by mail for the inquirer. The trained librarian should have adequate and 
competent assistance to care for clerical work and desk duty so that the 
librarian may be free to devote himself to the task for which he was spe- 
cially trained. The librarian who has the time and skill to be such an 
advisor or consultant is a great asset to the community. Religious books 
should represent sound scholarship of the past and present. If facilities 
are available, the community library may very well be the depository 
for all sorts of historical data concerning that community, past and 
present.” 

Last, but not least in this brief roundup of opinion, my friend, the 
physician: 

“I do have an idea which I have been pushing with no success what- 
soever for a number of years. The argument might be summed up as 
follows: That the library has about the highest potential and the lowest 
realization of any cultural activity in the community. That the reason 
for its low realization is that the public is completely unfamiliar with 
it. The place to acquaint the public with the facilities of the library is 
probably during the high school years.” 


And now, Id like to present a few of my own thoughts on this subject. 
I must confess that, when I learned the nature of the topic assigned to 
me, I was somewhat overwhelmed. In fact, I couldn’t even think of a 
good joke with a library angle. But I was reminded of one of The New 
Yorker's little gems. You're familiar, I’m sure, with how this cocky little 
magazine loves to lampoon some of their colleagues in the magazine 
field. Well, they reprinted an interview someone had with an elderly 
lady who was in the selling field. It seems she traveled a lot, mostly on 
trains, and the interviewer asked her if during her 40-some years of train 
rides she had ever been molested by strange men. “No, I haven't,” she 
replied. “I’ve made it a practice to always carry the Atlantic Monthly 
with me and place it on the seat next to mine, and no one has ever 
bothered me one little bit.” 

The New Yorker couldn't resist adding one of its famous comments: 
“Yeah, but what do you do for reading matter?” 

Well, when I got the assigned title of this talk, the first thing I did was 
contact our librarian, Miss Dudgeon. That’s good advice for anyone 
scheduled to give a talk. She was very helpful and dug up some reading 
material for me. 
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Browsing through one book, The Public Library in American Life, by 
Ernestine Rose, I acquired one rather positive impression, namely, 
Confusion Surrounds the Library Function Today. There is no fixed or 
clear-cut pattern for library administration, functions, services, or con- 
trol by a governing body. In fact, it wasn’t till the seventh page of the 
opening chapter that I came across a definition of the library: “The 
building, institution, the agency, which preserves and makes useful the 
knowledge of the world in book form. A public library is unique only as 
it strives to make this knowledge public, as it opens its doors to all 
persons.” 


I did find that the large majority of American public libraries today 
are classified as agencies of municipalities with their own boards, and tax- 
supported. 


With that, I next turned to a brief examination of one public library. 
Now, I think most of us would agree that a community library should 
serve its own community, don’t we, with local community control and 
keyed to the peculiar or distinctive problems and needs of a particular 
community. With that thought as my only preconceived notion, I turned 
to a copy of the bylaws of the library board of trustees. This publication 
spells out when meetings shall be held, duties of various committees, and 
a rather impressive list of duties to be performed by the librarian. But 
nowhere could I find a statement of objective; an explanation of why the 
library does exist; what is its purpose; and, more specifically, what's its 
purpose in this particular community? Is a library needed, or wanted, in 
this community? 

These appear to be rather basic questions and perhaps everyone as- 
sumes everyone else knows the obvious answers. But I must remind you 
I approached this subject completely cold, with no previously held atti- 
tudes (at least, none I recognized ). 

I don’t know how it is in the library business, but in the paper busi- 
ness, whenever we are thinking about improving or changing a project, 
the first thing we do is sit down and examine the present structure to 
try to determine its real purpose. 

The closest I came to a hint of the library’s purpose was a sentence 
in the list of operational duties of the librarian which says she is to “co- 
operate with all community agencies to make the library services a force 
in community life.” 

That’s a pretty hefty item: To make library services a force in com- 
munity life, especially on less than $30,000 a year, which amounts to 
something like a buck for each of the persons in the community area 
which is served by this library. 

So my first suggestion would be to examine our libraries and try to 
formulate a statement of objective in writing. Perhaps a questionnaire, 
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or a community-wide referendum would give an indication of how our 
neighbors feel about a library. It might well be that, in some communi- 
ties, the public library is as archaic or outmoded as the old-time hitching 
post, that it serves no really useful purpose. This is an unflattering idea, 
of course, but, if it’s a reality, we should recognize it. We should believe 
that a library need not be a place for musty archives, but can be made 
a vibrant force in the community. 


So that’s my first thought. Determine if your community wants—or 
needs—a public library. Then find out the direction it should take. 


That leads us to suggestion Number Two. What about the library 
board of trustees? Is it a really balanced representation of the people in 
your community? If there is a strong organized Jabor clement in a com- 
munity, should it perhaps have a voice in library affairs? What about 
young people? We read so much about teen-age problems; maybe their 
generation should be represented on the board. Perhaps, in some com- 
munities, it might be a more productive project to forget the library as 
such and turn it into a youth center. 


Getting back to the library board. You must ask yourselves if it is 
doing a reasonable amount of the things it should. Does it strive for 
closer liaison work between the librarian and the community? Does it 
fulfill its chief function of two-way interpretation between the librarian 
and the community? Does it help speed a new librarian’s knowledge and 
understanding of the community? These are questions you people alone 
can answer. 

So that’s my second thought. Make sure you have an active board, 
alert to community needs and assisting the librarian to more fully utilize 
her professional training. 

Now for my third and final suggestion. Let's assume that we have 
honestly determined that our community wants and needs a_ public 
library, that we have established its purpose or objectives in writing, and 
that we have managed to obtain a board that truly represents the com- 
munity’s residents, and, further, that we want our library to expand its 
services, to grow and become the “community force” we talk about. 

Here’s where I think we could take a few tips from modern merchan- 
dising and advertising principles. If we have a good library, let’s make 
sure the people know about it. Let’s make it a pleasant and intellectually 
satisfying place to go. And let's remind the people often that it’s there 
to be used. 

There are many ways to merchandise or promote the utilization of 
library services. I think we're all aware that the library as it was operated 
30 years ago just isn’t good enough today. The pace of life has quickened, 
Whether this is good or bad, I’m not prepared to argue. I just state it as 
a fact. Libraries, just like advertisements or company magazines, are 
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competing for the leisure time of people. You have to offer something— 
products or services—that will catch people’s interest or they'll turn to 
something else. 

There is an example I came across recently. It’s probably in the classi- 
fication of a glamorized library, but it is really getting the business. It’s 
the description of the Louisville Public Library, in the American Maga- 
zine, entitled “Supermarket Culture.” Read it. 

An obvious rebuttal to this rather idealistic type of library is, “Sure, 
we could do about the same thing if we had the money.” Well, I'm not 
recommending our library board rush out and buy a truckload of TV 
sets, but some of these techniques or expanded services can be incor- 
porated with relatively low cost. You know the old saw—if you can't beat 
them, join them. Local TV stations are required by law to utilize what 
is referred to as “public service time.” This is an opportunity for pub- 
licizing a community library. Interviews, book reviews, audience par- 
ticipation shows, and movies—especially movies—are always needed by 
TV stations. There are literally hundreds of free movie films available 
through industries and other agencies which can be easily adapted to a 
library program presentation. 

A simple newsletter type of publication builds interest in a library. 
An example is The Milwaukee Reader, an inexpensive newsletter put 
out by the Milwaukee Public Library system. 

In closing, I'd like to refer to a recent advertisement of the John Han- 
cock Mutual Life Insurance Company. Many of you have probably seen 
it. The copy in the ad contains a note of optimism with which I can’t help 
but agree: 

“It has often been said that informed people are free people . . . are 
slow to panic, difficult to fool and enslave. So it is good to know that 
this year Americans are thoughtfully turning the pages of 350,000,000 
books drawn from public libraries alone. Each goes out from its little 
niche in the treasure house . . . leaves its imprint on a free mind .. . 
and returns to its niche, ready for the next American who wants to know. 
So long as this goes on we can feel more sure of the strength, and the 
wisdom, and the freedom of America.” 


Devils Lake District Conference 


Reported by MRS. HENRY GLEUE 
WONEWOC 
The Devils Lake District Library Conference met, May 5, 1955, at 
Wonewoc. Registration and coffee were at the library. 
The meeting was held at the Methodist Church and was called to 
order by the district chairman, Mrs. Henry Gleue of La Valle. The pledge 
of allegiance and flag salute were followed by a prayer by Mrs. Arnold 
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of Wonewoc. Wonewoc’s mayor, Melvin Langdon, heartily welcomed 
the guests, and the response was given by Mrs. Gleue. 

The film, “Freedom to Read,” was shown, and a very interesting dis- 
cussion followed, led by Mrs. Florence Arnold. 

The business meeting was the next order of business, and the presiding 
officer announced that an invitation had been extended by the New 
Lisbon librarian to meet there for the 1956 conference. The invitation 
was accepted. A nominating committee had been appointed by the chair- 
man to select officers for the coming year. Mrs. Pearl Larson, Elroy; Mrs. 
Glen Good, La Valle; Mrs. Olga Matthews, Wonewoc; and Mildred 
Perry, Reedsburg, selected the following officers, who were duly elected: 
chairman, Mrs. Arnold, Wonewoc; vice chairman, Mrs. Pearl Larson, 
Elroy; secretary, Ethel Dowden, New Lisbon. Miss Perry will continue 
as a member of the Joint Extension Committee. A very fine talk by Wal- 
ter Botsford of the Wisconsin Library Commission completed the fore- 
noon’s program. A luncheon was served in the church basement by the 
Methodist ladies. Roll call of librarians, to be answered by “What part 
of library work do you like best?” proved quite interesting. Miss Perry 
of Reedsburg moved that a vote of appreciation be extended to the 
Methodist ladies for a very delicious luncheon. 

The afternoon meeting was resumed at one o'clock in the church 
proper, and the guests were entertained by organ music by Jerry Bernard 
of Elroy, who teaches in Wonewoc. 

Mrs. Nammacher of Oconomowoc was the first speaker of the after- 
noon, her subject being WLTA. 

A most interesting discussion on “Summer Reading” was given by 
Elizabeth Burr of the Library Commission, and a talk by Paul Gratke 
of Milwaukee was heartily enjoyed by the guests. 

A tour of the Ray-O-Vac factory was a most instructive part of the 
afternoon. 

Tea, coffee, and cake were served the guests at the library before their 
departure. 


West Central District Library Conference 


Reported by MRS. LILLIAN PARMENTER 
TOMAH 


The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Lucille Leuschner at 10 A. M., 
May 10. Frank Andres, president of the Board of Trustees of the Tomah 
Public Library, welcomed us. A total of 53 persons were registered. 

A film, “Freedom to Read,” was shown, followed by an American 
Heritage discussion based on the film and conducted by members of the 
local groups from Tomah and La Crosse. Hannis Smith discussed the 
future of the American Heritage Project as it will be carried on in 
Wisconsin. 
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Mrs. Leuschner conducted the business meeting. The minutes of the 
last meeting were read. A policy sheet for Wisconsin library districts was 
read and discussed. A committee was appointed to draw up suggested 
bylaws for the district, such bylaws to be presented at next year’s meet- 
ing. They are Mrs. Lillian Parmenter, Sparta; Mrs. Edna Schaller and 
Mrs. K. Jean Solberg, La Crosse. 

Mrs. Wayne Luke invited the group to meet in Whitehall in 1956, and 
the invitation was accepted. Mrs. Luke was appointed chairman of that 
meeting with Mildred Cripps, Independence, vice chairman, and Mrs. 
Francis McGuine, Blair, secretary-treasurer. 

Mrs. A. H. Sommerfield was re-elected to the state Joint Extension 
Committee. 

Gertrude Thurow, vice president of the Wisconsin Library Association, 
represented that group in a short address. 

Luncheon was served at Lakeside Lodge on Lake Tomah. At this time, 
Archer Harris, mayor of Tomah, greeted us. Col. John Fitzpatrick from 
Madison gave a very informative address on the librarian’s role in civilian 
defense. 

We returned to the Tomah library, where we heard a report from 
Mrs. Sommerfield on the activities of the Wisconsin Library Trustees 
Association. 

Then we listened to an exceedingly instructive panel, moderated by 
Walter Botsford of the Commission, and including Mrs. Kay Biwer, li- 
brarian of the Marathon County Library; Ed Fromm, Hamburg, a trustee 
from that library; and Mrs. Edna Schaller, librarian of the La Crosse 
County Library. The effects of library legislation on larger units of 
library service were discussed in a most revealing fashion. 

The meeting closed with the showing of the film, “The Library, a 
Family Affair.” 


Indianhead District Library Conference 


Reported by DORIS PITZER 
CUMBERLAND 


The Indianhead District Library Association met at the Cumberland 
Public Library, May 12, 1955. There were 44 registrations for the meet- 
ing, and 46 were present at the luncheon, which Mrs. Robinson arranged 
for us at the Tower House in Cumberland. 

The day began with a coffee party in the basement of the library, pro- 
viding a chance for conversation among friends and for registration at 
the desk upstairs. 

The president, Mrs. Marjorie Flinn, Superior, opened the meeting at 
10:15 A. M. Mrs. Hines, a member of the Cumberland Library Board, 
welcomed the group briefly and graciously. ; 
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During the business meeting, Mrs. Flinn informed the group that the 
Indianhead District is twenty years old this year. The first meeting was 
held in Rice Lake in 1935. 


Lucille May, Superior, chairman of the Scholarship Committee, re- 
ported that no use had been made of the fund, which is still in the 
treasury. The group voted that the money be left in the fund and that 
additional money be added at the discretion of the president. The 
incoming president will appoint a committee to implement this motion. 


Mrs. J. A. Kelly, Chippewa Falls, was elected to succeed herself as 
a member of the Joint Extension Committee. 


Mrs. Alice Hawkins, Colfax, presented the Nominating Committee's 
slate of officers: Mrs. Doris E. Friedman, Eau Claire, president; Mrs. 
Joyce Brandstedter, Eau Claire, vice president; Mrs. Rose Hirsch, Thorp, 
secretary-treasurer. These officers were unanimously elected. 


Following the business meeting, short talks were given, as follows: 


Hannis Smith described the present status of the American Heritage 
Project, and invited interested librarians to organize a group. 


Dr. Benton Wilcox, representing WLA, spoke of the coming state 
convention and the year’s work of WLA. 


Walter Botsford addressed the group on state and national legislation 
now pending, and on the work of the Commission. 


Anthony Wise, Hayward, representing the Wisconsin Library Trustees 
Association, spoke of the aims of this newly formed group, and invited 
membership. 


An invitation was received, and gratefully accepted, to meet in Neills- 
ville next year, with Mrs. Frances Brown. 


The Reverend Karlis Ozolins addressed the luncheon meeting on “The 
Printed Word in the Service of Truth.” The Reverend Ozolins is a native 
of Latvia, and is now located at Barronett. Members of the group 
expressed much interest in his description, from firsthand experience, of 
how the printed book is used and misused behind the “Iron Curtain.” 


At 2:30 P. M., the group reconvened at the library to hear a stimulating 
address by David K. Berninghausen, Director of the University of Minne- 
sota Library School. Mr. Berninghausen’s topic was “What the Free 
American Library Has to Offer.” He began by pointing out the books on 
many library shelves that would be considered objectionable by some 
pressure groups. He went on to encourage us as public librarians to 
preserve the freedom of selection and purchase. 


The meeting adjourned at 4:15 P. M., with many expressions of thanks 
for the hospitality shown by Mrs. Robinson and her friendly city. 
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Wisconsin Valley Library Conference 


Reported by EDITH M. DUDGEON 
ANTIGO 


The annual meeting of the Wisconsin Valley District Association was 
held Saturday, May 14, at Antigo. After registration and the serving of 
coffee and doughnuts, the meeting was called to order by President 
Edward Fromm in the library. Mrs. Charles LaBlonde, president of the 
Antigo Library Board, welcomed the group. 


Paul Gratke, President of WLA, spoke on “The Citizen’s Responsibility 
to Society,” mentioning particularly the need for interest and co-operative 
action in library affairs at the local or “grass-roots” level. He also brought 
greetings from WLA and its officers, and extended an invitation to the 
Milwaukee conference in October. 


Hannis Smith, of the Commission staff, reported on the year's activities 
of the American Heritage program. He announced that, because no more 
funds will be available from ALA for American Heritage, one-day train- 
ing sessions will be held in various parts of the State for group leaders. 


Dorothea Krause, librarian of the Wausau Public Library, discussed 
a number of interesting new books. 


Walter John Chilsen, news director of Station WSAU-TV in Wausau, 
spoke on “TV and the Public Library.” He mentioned the eftect ot ['V 
on library reading habits, and gave suggestions to librarians who wish 
to work for better programs or who want to use TV for publicizing the 
library's services. 

The business session was opened with a roll call by the counties com- 
prising the district. Minutes of two Executive Board meetings were read 
and approved. The treasurer’s report was presented and approved. Mrs. 
Kay Biwer, chairman of the TV Committee, reported on the committee’s 
work and on the plans for future programs sponsored by the association. 
The report of the Nominating Committee was given by Dorothea Krause. 
who presented the following slate of officers: Mrs. Marion Hester of 
Marshfield, president; Edith Dudgeon of Wisconsin Rapids, vice presi- 
dent; Esther Venne of Tomahawk, treasurer; Mrs. Edna Kraft of Merrill, 
secretary; Mrs. Kay Biwer of the Marathon County Library, representa- 
tive on the Joint Extension Committee. A unanimous ballot was cast for 
this slate. 


Mrs. Kay Biwer invited the association to hold its 1956 meeting at the 
Marathon County Library in Wausau. The invitation was accepted. 

The meeting adjourned for luncheon at the Congregational Church, 
where the afternoon session was held, following a delicious meal served 
by the church ladies. 
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Mark Stoddard, member of the Antigo Common Council and of the 
Library Board, read a letter of welcome from Mayor Anthony Kontney. 


Three excellent vocal selections from “The Pajama Game” were given 
by Mrs. Edna Holland and Robert Brace, accompanied by Mrs. W. 
Ryland. 


Hannis Smith presented the two-volume set, Life in America, by 
Davidson, to Mrs. Edna Kraft in appreciation of the splendid work done 
in the American Heritage program, especially in the line of publicity, 
by the Merrill Public Library. 


The main address of the day was given by David K. Berninghausen, 
Director of the Library School of the University of Minnesota, who spoke 
on “What the Free American Public Library Has to Offer.” Calling atten- 
tion to the voluntary censors who sometimes attack libraries, Mr. 
Berninghausen said that any book which says something worth reading 
could be objected to by someone with differing ideas. The freedom to 
read and to form our own opinions is so taken for granted in this country 
that it is thereby endangered. Restricting the right to read has several 
bad effects: It lowers United States prestige abroad; it hampers free 
scientific investigation; prohibitions in one field lead inevitably to pro- 
hibitions in all fields; and a distorted picture of the world results, which 
is not an adequate basis for reasonable decisions. The free American 
library offers every citizen the opportunity to read for himself and to 
form his own judgment on any controversial subject, and is the only 
library in the world that does this. Librarians should not be afraid of 
putting controversial books on their shelves. He.called attention particu- 
larly to the new concept of adult learning, in which field the library has 
such a fine opportunity. The less learning we have, the faster we go 
“downhill,” mentally and physically, especially as we grow older. Still 
unsolved is the problem of why the people of a free democratic society 
do not read more of the books they have, but the accessibility of books 
to all is nevertheless of prime importance. Mr. Berninghausen closed by 
urging everyone to read the article, “Don’t Get a Horse,” by Lura Gib- 
bons Currier, in the March Wilson Bulletin. 


Walter Botsford reported on recent and pending legislation affecting 
libraries, both at the state and the national level. He particularly urged 
support of Bill 205 in the U. S. Senate, which would make available 
federal aid for the improvement of rural library service. 


Dorothea Krause offered resolutions of thanks to the Antigo Library 
Board and staff, and to Mrs. Holland for the fine meeting, and to the 
women of the Congregational Church for the enjoyable luncheon. She 
also offered a resolution of appreciation to Edward Fromm for his inter- 
est in and generosity to the Wisconsin Valley Association, and a resolu- 
tion reaffirming the Wisconsin Vailey Association’s support of the Wis- 
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consin Library Commission. Mrs. Holland offered a resolution com- 
mending the Executive Board and the TV Committee for their initiative, 
resolution, and hard work in planning and producing the TV series of 
programs. Mrs. Holland’s motion to approve all the resolutions was 
passed. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


Second District Library Conference 


Reported by RUBY ROEDER 
HARTFORD 


The Second District Library Conference held its annual meeting Tues- 
day, May 17, at the Hartford Public Library. Forty-five librarians and 
trustees were present. 

Following registration, coffee and rolls were served at the library. 

The meeting was called to order at 10:15 A. M. in the Legion Room 
by the chairman and hostess, Mrs. Elizabeth Olsen. She introduced Harry 
Thayer, mayor of Hartford. After welcoming the group, Mr. Thayer 
gave a mayor's point of view of the library. He said there were two ques- 
tions that must be kept in mind: Is the library giving the services that 
best fill the needs of the community? What financial support is needed 
to carry out the library program? A partial answer to solving these prob- 
lems is a closer co-operation between the librarian, library board, and 
council, he concluded. 

Walter Botsford, Executive Secretary of the Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission, reported on the state and federal legislation. Law 24S, 
which requested a study of library services and the Commission, has 
been passed and needs only the Governor’s signature. A certification law 
and a state-aid bill are ready to be presented in the Legislature of the 
State. The federal-aid bill for $7,500,000 is up for a hearing on May 25. 
Wisconsin should receive $181,000 per year for five years if this bill 
passes. 

The Reverend W. F. Thiess, vice president of the Wisconsin Librarv 
Trustees Association, brought greetings from the Association. He gave 
its purposes: a medium for the exchange of ideas; an opportunity to 
study library problems and needs, and how trustees can help meet them. 
He made a plea for increased membership. 

After a five-minute break, Elizabeth Burr, consultant for Children’s 
and Young People’s Services, Wisconsin Free Library Commission, sum- 
marized the basis of the public library's program in three points: its 
emphasis on the individual, its community relationships, and its depen- 
dence on voluntary use. These points were then related to the children’s 
program, especially the story hour, both winter and summer. 
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At 12:30, a delicious luncheon was served in the Legion dining room. 

Charles D. Stewart, a Hartford author, addressed the group. Using 
an obscure Shakespearean quotation, he explained how he clarified the 
meaning by changing one letter which the typesetter and copy editor 
originally did incorrectly. 

Hannis Smith, consultant of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 
gave an account of the American Heritage discussion groups in Wiscon- 
sin and explained how they planned to continue the program this year, 
although no money is available through the Fund for Adult Education. 

Greetings from the Wisconsin Library Association were brought to the 
group by the secretary, Marjorie Perham. She spoke of the work done by 
the board this year and of the plans made for the convention, which will 
be held at the Schroeder Hotel in Milwaukee, October 28-29. 

Mrs. Olsen took charge of the business meeting. 

An invitation to hold the 1956 meeting in Beaver Dam was read and 
accepted. The following officers were elected for 1956: Ruby Roeder, 
Beaver Dam, chairman; Mrs. Sophia Gurske, Juneau, secretary; and Mrs. 
B. C. Ziegler, West Bend, Joint Extension Committee representative. 

The production of a film showing library service to business, industry, 
agriculture, the home, and government was described by Martin Cohn- 
staedt, special worker on the Wisconsin Free Library Commission staff. 

Miss Perham announced that the State Radio Committee would like 
letters sent to save the State Radio Council. 


Southwestern District Library Conference 


Reported by MRS. W. MORRISSEY 
BLOOMINGTON 


The annual Southwestern District Library Conference was held in the 
Public Library at Bloomington, May 19, 1955, with twelve libraries repre- 
sented among the forty-two registrants. Following registration at 9:30, 
coffee and cookies were served by the Salmagundi Club, original spon- 
sors of the Bloomington Public Library. Clara E. Laughton, chairman, 
introduced Mrs. Walter Morrissey, local representative, who welcomed 
the librarians, trustees, and guests in behalf of the Bloomington Library 
Board and the Salmagundi Club. 

Blanche Treweek, chairman of the Nominating Committee, presented 
the following slate of officers for the coming year: Mrs. Marion Peacock, 
Benton, chairman; Mrs. R. G. Heberlein, Fennimore, vice chairman; Mrs. 
Kenneth Creswick, Cuba City, secretary-treasurer. A unanimous vote 
was cast for these nominees. Through their librarian, Mina Shepherd, 
Cuba City then issued an invitation for the meeting to be held in that city 
in 1956, which was accepted. 
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The Wisconsin Library Districts Policy was adopted by this confer- 
ence, and Gertrude Thurow and Ione Nelson were commended for its 
drafting. Mrs. M. A. Bailey, Fennimore, was elected as representative 
of the Southwestern District to act on the Joint Extension Committee. 

During the morning session, Walter Botsford, Secretary of the Free 
Library Commission, discussed recent developments in library legisla- 
tion and urged immediate action on the part of those present toward 
the support of the federal Library Services Bill. Paul Gratke, president, 
gave greetings and announcements from the Wisconsin Library Asso- 
ciation. An explanation of the American Heritage Project in Wisconsin 
was presented by Hannis Smith, Commission consultant. The “Let’s Chat” 
period which followed consisted of informal discussion groups on prob- 
lems of mutual interest. 

The luncheon, at which sixteen other guests joined the group, was 
served by the Congregational Church ladies. Nancy Brown and _ Jac- 
queline Porter, Bloomington High School students, furnished two vocal 
duets, accompanied by Mrs. Glen Nalan. 

Edward Fromm, past president of the Wisconsin Library Trustees 
Association and the luncheon speaker, presented “Sense and Nonsense for 
Trustees.” Mrs. Kay Biwer, Marathon County librarian, also suggested 
at this time certain usable TV and radio publicity ideas, and there were 
additional comments by Bruce Kanitz, Milwaukee Public Library staff 
member. Bob Bodden, manager of the new Station WSWW, Platteville, 
followed these timely comments with an invitation extended to all li- 
braries in the area to use the public service facilities of Station WSWW. 

The afternoon session was continued in the Public Library with an 
explanation of the Free Traveling Library services by Mrs. Orrilla T. 
Blackshear, consultant; and the presentation of the film, “TV Museum,” 
with comments on State Historical Society services to libraries by Frank 
Elliott, field representative. Immediately before adjournment, a radio 
publicity committee for libraries in the district was created, consisting 
of Mrs. Pauline Clark, Boscobel; Mrs. Marion Peacock, Benton; and Clara 
E. Laughton, Platteville. 


Rock River Valley District Conference 


Reported by MRS. ROSE JOHNSON 
MONROE 


Nearly 78 librarians and library trustees from the Rock River Valley 
District attended the meeting held at Monroe on May 25. 

A coffee hour preceded the morning program, which was called at ten 
o'clock, Mrs. Perle Guess, a local trustee, presiding. Herbert T. Johnson, 
president of the Board of Education, welcomed the group. 

Mary K. Reely, former member of the Free Library Commission staff, 
now living at Glen Lake, Minnesota, discussed books that have lived for 
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fifty years. Mrs. Orrilla Thompson Blackshear, of the Free Library Com- 
mission, talked of recent books that have possibilities of living for fifty 
years. 

Mrs. Fred Dykeman, Kenosha, education chairman of the Wisconsin 
Library Trustees Association, spoke briefly for the trustees and urged 
trustees to join the organization and attend its meetings. 

Marjorie Perham represented WLA and brought greetings from that 
organization, as well as news of its activities and the coming fall 
convention. 

Luncheon was served at the Universalist Church, with Mrs. Arthur 
Wagner presiding. Violin selections by Edwin Schuetze, with Mrs. 
Schuetze accompanying, were enjoyed. 

Mrs. Rose Johnson, Monroe library staff, presided at the afternoon 
session. Hannis Smith reported on the work of the Commission and the 
future of the American Heritage Project in Wisconsin. 

William F. Steuber, author of Us Incorporated, spoke about his experi- 
ences in writing this book and delighted his audience with comments 
about the trials and tribulations of an author’s life. 

Martha Petty, Kenosha, led a discussion on children’s books. 

A brief business meeting closed the afternoon’s program. Mrs. Ethel 
Brann of Lake Geneva invited the group to meet at the Lake Geneva 
Public Library in 1956. Mrs. Brann was named chairman and Mrs. Grace 
Lofgren, librarian in Burlington, vice chairman. Jessie Jenks, Delavan, 
was named secretary. Mrs. Fred Dykeman will represent this group on 
the Joint Extension Committee. 

This meeting, along with a celebration which took place on the pre- 
ceding Sunday, marked the 50th anniversary of the Arabut Ludlow 
Memorial Library. Mrs. Nellie Kohli, the librarian, Jennie Gray and Mrs. 
Rose Johnson, members of the staff, made the arrangements for this 
meeting since the group has not been formally organized previous to 
this time. 


Fox River Valley Library Conference 


Reported by HELEN HOGUE 
FOND DU LAC 


The thirty-first annual meeting of the Fox River Valley Library Asso- 
ciation was held on May 26, 1955, at Fond du Lac. Seventy-six mem- 
bers registered and enjoyed coffee and doughnuts in the Activities Room 
of the Fond du Lac Public Library. 

The morning session was called to order by Mary S. Malnar, children’s 
librarian at the Oshkosh Public Library, who served as chairman in the 
absence of the president, Mary Jo Skillman, formerly of Fond du Lac. 
Miss Malnar introduced Harold Bauer, superintendent of the Fond du 
Lac schools, who extended a cordial welcome to everyone. 
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Mrs. Carl Steiger of Oshkosh, secretary-treasurer of the Wisconsin 
Library Trustees Association, asked the librarians to urge all trustees to 
join this new organization, which now has 96 members. Mrs. Steiger 
gave a brief history of the group and a resumé of the year’s activities. 
The trustees meet twice a year. 

Walter Botsford, Secretary of the Wisconsin Free Library Commis- 
sion, spoke about the real need for a competent study of the Wisconsin 
Free Library Commission and library service in this State. He pointed 
out the need for retaining the Commission in Wisconsin and stated that 
even the Milwaukee Public Library borrowed books last year from the 
Traveling Library. The legislation has just passed the Senate and Assem- 
bly. Mr. Botsford suggested that the American Library Association might 
assist with the survey and the Ford Foundation support it. Mr. Botsford 
emphasized the role of the library in informal education of the general 
reading public. 

Paul Gratke, President of the Wisconsin Library Association, next 
recommended the following books in the development of mental health: 
(1) Measure of Man, by Krutch; (2) Emotional Problems of Living, by 
English and Pearson; and (3) Emotional Maturity, by Saul. Mr. Gratke 
said, “Man is not a machine. So many books today have oversimplified 
what can be done with the human personality to the point of being dan- 
gerous.” He paid tribute to Mrs. Ella Veslak for her efforts toward retain- 
ing the Commission and urged those present to discuss its services with 
other staff members in their libraries. Mr. Gratke concluded by stating 
that the WLA is a complex organization of men and women exerting a 
human and necessary influence on the people of Wisconsin and asked that 
everyone attend the state meeting in the fall. 

Hannis Smith announced the American Heritage program for next 
year and said he has a list of available materials for adult discussion 
groups. 

Miss Malnar opened the business session at 11:30. It was moved and 
seconded to dispense with the reading of the minutes. Helen Hogue, 
Oshkosh, read the treasurer's report, which was accepted. The balance 
on hand is $55.41. 

May Hart, Neenah, reported that the Steering Committee had no 
meetings last year and suggested that small groups of librarians within 
a 20- or 25-mile radius get together with a co-ordinator to receive sug- 
gestions and plan the resulting programs. These reports at the yearly 
meeting might be mutually beneficial to everyone. The committee also 
recommended that all members of the Fox River Valley Library Associa- 
tion back the Wisconsin Free Library Commission any time it needs 
support. Other members of the Steering Committee include Rita Mangan, 
Edith Rechcygl, and Maude Bryan. 

Alberta Seiz, Manitowoc, presented the following slate of officers for 
the ensuing year: Edith Rechcygl, Appleton, president; Rita Mangan, 
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Marinette, secretary-treasurer. It was moved and seconded that the secre- 
tary cast a unanimous ballot for the new officers. Other members of the 
Nominating Committee included Mrs. Jane Greene, Sturgeon Bay, and 
Mrs. A. L. Anderson, Oshkosh. 

Next year, the annual meeting of the Fox River Valley Library Asso- 
ciation will be held in Appleton. 

The meeting adjourned, and the group reconvened at 12:30 at the Elks 
Club for luncheon. Music was furnished by a string trio from Marion 
College. 

Mary Malnar introduced the luncheon speaker, Dr. Leslie A. Osborn, 
Director of the Division of Mental Hygiene of the State Department 
of Welfare and Professor at the University of Wisconsin, who spoke on 
“The Power of Books.” 

Dr. Osborn said, “I am a native Australian, and one of my first impres- 
sions upon coming to the United States in 1931 was the accessibility to 
culture available to Americans through their public library system.” 
He said that books are one of the most basic types of human communica- 
tion. Through reading, we erase time and space and are better able to 
understand the ideas and characters of our neighbors. In written com- 
munication, people give their best and most important thoughts. How- 
ever, new forms of communication, such as radio, telephone, movies, and 
television, have been distractions to the reading habits of modern man. 
Let us hope that this does not mean a mental disintegration over the 
great and vast knowledge available to us in books, he declared. 

Dr. Osborn commented that, when reading a book, a person is encoun- 
tering personal human communication. Regardless of these outside influ- 
ences, our country’s literacy has been on the upsweep during the last 
half century. The number of high school graduates has increased 49%, 
and, therefore, leaders are rising from social groups we previously did 
not understand. We need a form of communication with these social 
groups, and we can get this only through more extensive reading, he 
believed. 

Dr. Osborn continued, “We must understand these people as we must 
understand the mentally ill. They have been treated by the carload rather 
than individually, and we must find separate cures for all their diseases. 
A bomber becomes obsolete in ten years, but we have institutions that 
are as old as one hundred years.” He stressed the fact that mental illness 
can be defeated before it starts and none of us should take the defeatist 
attitude. 

In conclusion, Dr. Orborn said, “Research must direct its attention to 
the new field of mental health. Where there is light, there can’t be dark- 
ness. Where there is health, there can’t be sickness.” 

The afternoon session closed with Miss Malnar’s expression of thanks 
to Dr. Osborn. 
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State Documents Sent to 29 Public Libraries 
This is Packet 17 of the State Documents sent to depository libraries: 
Industrial Commission of Wisconsin. Notice. CL—48, 1955. 


State Dept. of Public Welfare. Bureau of Research and Statistics. 


Monthly Population Report of State and County Mental Institu- 
tions—August 1954. (Revised report) 
———~—. Monthly Population Report of State Correctional Institutions 
and the Bureau of Probation and Parole—November 1954. 
———~—. Monthly Population Report of State and County Mental Institu- 
tions—November 1954. 
Monthly Population Report of State Correctional Institutions 
and Field Services—January 1955. 
Monthly Population Report of State and County Mental Institu- 
tions—January 1955. 
Monthly Population Report of State Correctional Institutions and 
Field Services—February 1955. 
. Monthly Population Report of State and County Mental Institu- 
tions—February 1955. 
Monthly Population Report of State Correctional Institutions and 
Field Services—March 1955. 
. Monthly Population Report of State and County Mental Institu- 
tions—March 1955. 


This is Packet 18 of the State Documents sent to depository libraries: 


State Dept. of Public Welfare. Biennial Report, 1952-54. Conserving 
Human Resources in Wis., December 1954. 

State Dept. of Public Welfare, State Board of Health, State Dept. of Pub- 
lic Instruction, Wisconsin Free Library Commission, and Wis- 
consin Welfare Council. Report on a Study of Services for Chil- 
dren and Youth in Outagamie County. October 1954. 

Wisconsin Legislative Council. 1955 Report. Volume IV. Subdivision and 
Platting of Land. Conclusions and Recommendations of the 
Judiciary Committee. January 1955. 

———~—. 1955 Report. Volume VI, Part I. Child Welfare. Conclusions 
and Recommendations of the Committee, including the Chil- 
dren’s Code. March 1955. 

———~. 1955 Report. Vol. VIII. General Report. 

Wisconsin Legislative Reference Library. Adjusting Local Government 
to Modern Needs. Research Bulletin 118. April 1955. 

————. The Relationship Between Disability and Death Benefits Payable 
Under the Various Public Employe Retirement Svstems and 
Workmen’s Compensation Awards in Wisconsin. Research Bul- 
letin 117. March 1955. 
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Distinguished Children’s Books of 1954 


Selected by the Book Evaluation Committee, Children’s Library Asso- 
ciation. Reprints of the list are available from the office of the Division 
of Libraries for Children and Young People, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago— 
one to five copies free on request as long as the supply lasts. 

Annotations appear for the titles not previously listed in the Wisconsin 
Library Bulletin. 

The Caves of the Great Hunters, by Hans Baumann; tr. by Isabel and 
Florence McHugh. Pantheon, $3. 

Rowan Farm, by Margot Benary-Isbert; tr. by Richard and Clara 
Winston. Harcourt, $2.50. 

Wheel on the Chimney, by Margaret Wise Brown and Tibor Gergely. 
Lippincott, $3. 

Alphonse, That Bearded One, by Natalie Savage Carlson; illus. by 
Nicolas. Harcourt, $2.50. 

Egyptian Adventures, by Olivia E. Coolidge; illus. by Joseph Low. 
Houghton, $3. 

The Courage of Sarah Noble, by Alice Dalgliesh; illus. by Leonard Weis- 
gard. Scribner, $2. 

The Thanksgiving Story, by Alice Dalgliesh; illus. by Helen Sewell. 
Scribner, $2.50. 

Book of Nursery and Mother Goose Rhymes, comp. and illus. by Mar- 
guerite Lofft de Angeli. Doubleday, $5. 

The Wheel on the School, by Meindert De Jong; illus. by Maurice Sen- 
dak. Harper, $2.75. 

The Giant, by William Pene Du Bois; illus. by the author. Viking, $2.75. 

The Silver Curlew, by Eleanor Farjeon; illus. by Ernest H. Shepard. 
Viking, $2.75. 

The Happy Lion, by Louise Fatio; illus. by Roger Duvoisin. Whittlesey, 
$1.95. 

The Birthday, by Hans Fischer; illus. by the author. Harcourt, $3. 

Engineers’ Dreams, by Willy Ley; illus. by the author and Isami Kash- 
iwagi. Viking, $3.50. 

Tales of Christophilos, by Joice Mary Nankivell; illus. by Panos Ghikas. 
Houghton, $2.50. 

Cinderella, by Charles Perrault; tr. and illus. by Marcia Brown, Scrib- 
ner, $2. 

Wonders of the Human Body, by Anthony Ravielli; illus. by the author. 
Viking, $2.50. 

Anansi, the Spider Man, by Philip Manderson Sherlock; illus. by Marcia 
Brown. Crowell, $2.50. 

The Animal Frolic, by Toba Sojo. Putnam, $2.75. 

Banner in the Sky, by James Ramsey Ullman. Lippincott, $2.75. 
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Wisconsin Library Association 


Members of the Wisconsin Library Association are urged to make 
room reservations for the WLA convention, October 28 and 29, imme- 
diately. The World Series Semiprofessional Baseball League will be 
drawing many persons to Milwaukee that week, and competition for 
rooms may be keen. The Schroeder Hotel, headquarters for the confer- 
ence, has supplied the following schedule of room prices: 


Room For One Room For Two Per Day 
Per Day Double Bed Twin Beds 
DE ““cowseeveesuwenees $ 8.00 $ 9.00 
De . sunbiwedaiwhw wiht Melee 9.00 10.00 
«© -swarasttanwtee CeReeemeee 10.00 12.00 
a §«=—_ Sri/ansenwes anand: 14.00 14.00 
8.00 


Room for 3: $3.50 per person Room for 4: $3.00 per person 


TV WORKSHOP 


Since Milwaukee calls itself the TV capitol of the State, it seemed 
very appropriate to make use of its excellent facilities to stage a TV 
workshop on the first afternoon of the convention. The Radio and TV 
Committee, under the able leadership of Bruce Kanitz, TV specialist in 
the Milwaukee Public Library, is busy planning the event. The Refer- 
ence Section of WLA has decided to forego its own program and par- 
ticipate in the workshop. 


TWO OUTSTANDING SPEAKERS 


The convention goers will have the opportunity to hear two outstand- 
ing speakers, historian Henry Steele Commager and Senator Fulbright. 

The keynote speaker, Henry Steele Commager, was brought up on 
the St. Nicholas Magazine, and later introduced it to his own children. 
When he fathered the idea of a St. Nicholas Anthology, he made his 
teen-age children coeditors. He has three degrees from the University of 
Chicago, has studied at the University of Copenhagen, and in 1952 to 
1953 was a professor of American History of Oxford University. He is 
known best to librarians as the author of The Blue and the Gray, The 
American Mind, Living Ideas in America, Civil Liberties Under Attack, 
and Freedom, Loyalty, Dissent. He has compiled a volume of the docu- 
ments and source material of American history and has written several 
history texts. If you have time to read one of these books before the con- 
vention, try The American Mind, which is subtitled “an interpretation 
of American thought and character since the 1880's.” 

The banquet speaker, Senator Fulbright, was recently described in a 


magazine article as “an extraordinary man—a passionate democrat and a 
{ 
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passionate internationalist who understands that democracy is more likely 
to be destroyed by the abandonment of its principles than by armed 
attack.” 

He has been a Rhodes scholar, a teacher, the president of the Univer- 
sity of Arkansas, the head of a large investment company, an attorney, 
a Congressman, and a Senator. As a junior Congressman, he attracted 
attention by wording a one-sentence bill of fifty-five words, which skirted 
controversial clauses and committed Congress to participation in a post- 
war international body. 

As a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee, he intro- 
duced the idea of student exchange to promote international under- 
standing, using the proceeds from the sale of U. S. surplus war property 
overseas to support 1,000 to 2,000 U. S. scholars in 28 foreign countries. 


THE FREE LIBRARY COMMISSION TO BE HONORED 


The Wisconsin Library Association preceded the Free Library Com- 
mission by four years. At the Association’s fourth conference, held at 
Madison on February 13 and 14, 1895, a bill drafted by F. A. Hutchins 
of Baraboo, creating the State Library Commission, received the 
unanimous support of those present, and a committee of five was ap- 
pointed to aid in furthering its passage. Now, at the sixty-fourth annual 
convention, the Wisconsin Library Association is planning to honor the 
Commission on its sixtieth anniversary with a program devoted to its 
colorful history. Friday evening has been set aside for this special 
purpose. 

WLA BOOTH AT WISCONSIN STATE FAIR 


When you visit the Wisconsin State Fair on August 20-28, be sure to 
stop at “Healthland” in the Industry Building, just inside the gateway. 
The Wisconsin Library Association will have a booth there to tell the 
library story. William Massey, who was exhibit chairman at the 1954 
convention, is designing the booth. Volunteers will be needed to man it, 
and applications are acceptable at any time. Drop a line to Paul Gratke 
at the Milwaukee Public Library, and offer your services. 


TRUSTEE AWARDS 


Leila Janes wishes to remind members emphatically that August 31 
is an important date for all Wisconsin librarians. By that date, recom- 
mendations for citations should be made for the annual trustee citations. 
Recommendations may be submitted by any library board, individual 
trustee, or member of the Wisconsin Library Association. Recognition 
is given for constructive accomplishments in library service and the devel- 
upment of sound library policies rather than for length of service. Cita- 
tions are limited to trustees in actual service during all or part of the 
current year. 
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The trustee awards were established in 1951 and have been given to 
the following persons: 


1952 Charles E. Broughton of Sheboygan; Stanley R. Greene of Sturgeon 
Bay 

1953 Edward Fromm of Hamburg; Gilbert Lance of Kenosha. 

1954 Mrs. Jacob Klein of Shawano; Mrs. Arthur Hayward of Wisconsin 
Rapids 


THE CLARENCE B. LESTER MEMORIAL AWARD 


The Clarence B. Lester Award honors a man who served as secretary 
of the Free Library Commission for thirty years. It was to be given for 
the first time in 1953 to a library in a certain size category for its achieve- 
ment in library service. After a cycle of six years, the Association was 
to determine whether it should be continued. The award has never been 
granted because of lack of applicants. 

The $50-award with a framed certificate of achievement will be given 
this year for accomplishment in the one field of community relations. 
Applications for the award are due August 15 and should be sent to 
Leila Janes, librarian at Fond du Lac, who also should receive any nom- 
inations for trustee citations. This year, libraries serving communities of 
over 20,000 persons, with a budget of over $20,000, and smaller libraries 
with budgets over $20,000 are eligible to apply for the Lester Award. 


RESULTS OF POLL OF CHAPTER STATUS IN ALA 


The poll of ALA members in the State, asking their approval or disap- 
proval of the redesignation of the Wisconsin Library Association as a 
chapter in the American Library Association, has been completed. There 
were 506 ALA members to whom ballots were mailed, exactly half of 
whom were also members of WLA. Two hundred ninety-eight ballots 
were returned. Of these, 296 voted in favor of chapter status. One indi- 
vidualist voted against the redesignation. One person returned her ballot 
because she had moved out of the State. 

A letter from Cora Beatty, chief of Membership Services at the Ameri- 
can Library Association, states that the Wisconsin Library Association 
has now complied with all of the preliminary regulations required before 
Council can consider the request for redesignation. 


CONFERENCE ON METHODS OF HANDLING CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES 


Hannis Smith of the Free Library Commission staff represented WLA 
at this conference, sponsored by the Governor's Commission on Human 
Rights and the University Extension Division. Since this was a working 
conference, there is little to be made in the way of a formal report. The 


24 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


conference, which lasted two days, was attended by over sixty people, 
representing different state-wide and community organizations. Specific 
incidents, principally in areas of human-rights action, were used as 
examples for discussion in handling. 


A brief report on the conference, including the outstanding speech by 
Dr. David Fellman, has been published. Those interested in obtaining 
a copy should write to the Bureau of Information and Program Services, 
University Extension Division, Madison. 


NECROLOGY 


As this issue of the Bulletin goes to press, we have just learned with 
regret of the death of Gertrude Plappert of the Mead Public Library 
staff at Sheboygan and treasurer of the Wisconsin Library Association. 


One Trustee to Another 


[The material for this department was prepared by Mrs. Fred Dykeman, 
Education Chairman, WLTA. Write her your news at 7307 36th Ave., 
Kenosha, Wis. ] 


STATEMENTS OF PURPOSE 


The Wisconsin Library Trustees Association 
“The principal object of this association is to foster the development 
and improvement of libraries and library service in Wisconsin, and to 
provide for the mutual exchange and evaluation of library ideas and 
experience.” 


THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES 


1. To study and encourage the development of libraries and library 
service in the United States and Canada. 

2. To study the library programs of the several states and Canada, 
and to disseminate the information gained from such study; and to 
strengthen state trustee organizations. 


COMING—A FALL MEETING 


Saturday, October 30, has been designated as Trustees Day, when 
the Wisconsin Library Association holds its annual convention at the 
Hotel Schroeder in Milwaukee. An informative program for trustees is 
being planned, and the WLA will be guests of the Wisconsin Library 
Trustees Association at the noon luncheon. Plan now to attend this fall 
conference, and receive inspiration and help from our mutual exchange 
of problems and experiences! 
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SPRING MEETING, MAY 6, WISCONSIN RAPIDS 


Wisconsin Rapids was host to the Spring Meeting of WLTA, held at 
the Hotel Mead on May 6. Over 80 trustees and associate members were 
present. 

The morning program was devoted to a business session. Since the 
adoption of the constitution in 1954, the need for some amendments has 
arisen. These are generally minor and a matter of wording, except those 
relating to officers and membership. Formerly no officer could succeed 
himself, but it was felt that it should be made clear that this did not bar 
a former officer from being elected to any office after the expiration of 
one term. The membership changes are reported below. 

The luncheon address was given by Keith Roberts of the Nekoosa- 
Edwards Paper Co., and is presented in this issue of the Bulletin as a 
separate article. 

The afternoon program consisted of a panel discussion led by Rachel 
Schenk, Director of the University of Wisconsin Library School. It 
covered matters of interest in board organization, policy, and legislative 
matter of importance to libraries. 


NOTES ON MEMBERSHIP 


Mrs. Carl Steiger, WLTA treasurer, submits the following membership 
report: 


ET SIE vee SS ol coke ss akc 71 
Py SI ibe Suse bh dace eck ieesttae ees 3 
PY IONE S68 ose es oe ees eee 21 

DL: Kk<sievice exces ea aes 95 


Individual membership dues of $2, or associate membership dues of $1, 
may be sent to Mrs. Steiger, at 870 Algoma Boulevard, Oshkosh, Wis. 

The following amendment to the WLTA constitution was adopted at 
the spring conference in Wisconsin Rapids: 

“Any present or former member of a library board, commission, or 
committee of any public library, not an employee of that library, may 
become an individual member.” 

It is a pleasure to welcome all former board members of Wisconsin 
libraries into the Association. We know that interest in and concern for 
our libraries do not expire with formal trustee termination, and we look 
foward to the experience and aid which our former trustees bring us. 


BOARD TALK 


The trustees of the Milwaukee Public Library have been working on a 
general policy which would embrace the features of the Freedom to 
Read statement of the American Library Association and the American 
Book Publishers Council. 
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The Kenosha County Garden Club recently presented a check for 
$1,500 to the Gilbert M. Simmons Library Board to be used for a new 
foundation planting of trees and shrubs around the library. The sum 
given by the Garden Club represented proceeds of a “do-it-yourself” 
Christmas charm show and a holiday hospitality smorgasboard dinner. 
The presentation of the money to the Library Board is evidence of the 
Garden Club’s interest in the promotion of civic beautification. 


SOME DON’TS OF BOARD MEMBERSHIP* 


1. Don’t oppose or criticize publicly or privately any definitely adopted 
policy of the board as a whole. 

. Don't, without authorization, give out in advance any information 
regarding any possible future action of the board or disclose any con- 
fidential information. 

3. Don’t assume any authority not specifically delegated to you by the 

board. 

4, Don’t let your library board become a “one-man” board where one or 

two members do all the work! 


bo 


Positions Open 
PROFESSIONAL 


Children’s Librarian, Public Library, Fond du Lac. Experience: Three 
years. Salary: Open. Vacation: Three weeks. Sick leave. Retirement 
and social security. Apply to Miss Leila Janes, Librarian. 


Children’s Librarian. Public Library, South Milwaukee. Experience not 
necessary. Salary: $3,600. Vacation: Four weeks. Sick leave. Retire- 
ment. Apply to Mrs. Meta D. Nelson, Librarian. 


Head Librarian (Part Time). Mequon-Thiensville Public Library, Thiens- 
ville. Salary: $100 per month. Apply to Mrs. Edwin C. Roozen, 
Secretary, Board of Trustees, Box 25, Thiensville. 


Extension Librarian and Children’s Assistant. Public Library, Appleton. 
Salary: $300-$380 per month, depending on qualifications. 39-hour, 
5-day week. Vacation: Four weeks. Sick leave. Retirement and social 
security. Apply to Miss Edith Rechcyg], Librarian. 

Youth Librarian. Public Library, Appleton. Salary: $300 to $380 per 
month, depending on qualifications. 39-hour, 5-day week. Vacation: 
Four weeks. Sick leave. Retirement and social security. Apply to 
Miss Edith Rechcygl, Librarian. 


-_--—— 


* From the Ohio Library Trustees Manual. 
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